
Valdez Argentina Report 

 
November-December Furlough 2013 

Our furlough began mid-November when we flew out of Buenos Aires on an overnight flight to Miami, FL and then, 

on to Nashville, TN on Southwest Airlines.  Our supporters are spread over several states so we try to rotate 

between the western and the eastern states on alternate years.   This year we visited Tennessee, New Mexico and 

Texas.  It was a blessing to have our oldest daughter, Marisa, on this trip after four years. This will be a picture 

collage of that trip to give you an idea of some of the people we visited and the things we did during our furlough. 

Tennessee 

                 
Our first stop in Tennessee was Nashville in the home of our good 

friends, the Thomases.  We enjoyed a meal together with Dr. David 

Jones and his wife and were blessed with the opportunity to share 

news about the IBICA Bible institute. 

 
Osvaldo preached for the Schrader Lane Church of Christ and 

taught one of the adult Bible classes that Sunday.   

  

                                                                                                                     
During the week, we drove to Memphis to visit the Hentons, 

our dear friends and past missionaries to Buenos Aires.  

                                    On 

Saturday evening, we had a meal with the eldership of Campbell St. 

Church of Christ in Jackson, TN and Osvaldo preached and 

presented on the work in Caballito during  services on Sunday.  

Most of those pictured have actually visited the congregation in 

Caballito and in addition to supporting our co-worker, Dario Lopera, 

they have been staunch supporters of the IBICA Bible institute 

helping with much of the remodeling that we have needed in order 



to bring the building up to code  We thank Phil and Jane Jones for 

hosting us and for bringing so many of their elders to see the work 

in Buenos Aires!                           

                             
Upon returning to Nashville, we had a few more days with the 

Thomases and were able to visit with Larry Musick, frequent 

visitor and supporter of the work in Argentina and with Beulah 

Kyle, past LST worker. 

 

    
We also visited the David Lipscomb campus and greeted Dr. 

Rivero who had visited us in Buenos Aires. 

 

New Mexico  

  
Thanks so much to Jim and Gwen Lorenz for hosting us this 

year between appointments with supporters. The Cunninghams 

have faithfully done so for a number of years, but Becky was 

not able to have us this year due to health complications.  The 

Lorenzes drove us from the airport in Lubbock to pick up our 

van in Carlsbad, NM just ahead of an ice storm!  We got in 

just in time!  

    

Thanks J.C. and Becky for taking care of our 

vehicle and being our “home base” so faithfully.  

It was good to see you again! 



       
Leon and Elena Garcia hosted us in Carlsbad while we got our 

van serviced and licensed. The Garcias are good friends.  Leon 

is an elder for the Fox and Lake Church of Christ in Carlsbad. 

       
Oscar and Mary Hernandez and Doug and Nikki Austin hosted 

us in their homes during our stay in Roswell with the Country 

Club Church of Christ.  

 
Osvaldo gave a presentation to the adult classes on Sunday 

morning and preached on Sunday night.  Country Club has 

faithfully supported our work in Argentina for a number of 

years and we are thankful to them for this.  During our stay, 

several families fed us and treated us with great kindness in 

spite of the huge ice and snowstorm that hit that weekend! 

 
Delicious meal out with the Morrows and the Halls. 

     
Good-bye to Roswell- a wonderful meal with the Pachecos! 

          
On the way to Texas, we spent the day and a night with the 

Aduddells in Lovington, NM.  They have been faithful 

encouragers and supporters of the work in Argentina for a 

number of years. Thank you!!   

Texas 

 Our first stop in Texas was Borger which is one of our 

supporting congregations and where Laura’s sister, Deanna 

Malone, lives. We were blessed to spend Thanksgiving with the 

Malones and to visit with the Church of Christ at Borger. 

 

 



     
The Malones and the Valdez families at Borger. 

       

Bro. Sneed, evangelist and his wife, Linda, at Borger.  Osvaldo 

preached and presented information on the work in Argentina. 

Thank you to Borger for your support! 

   
Lunch with Mary Stephens, one of our faithful supporters in 

Canyon, TX.  

    
Breakfast with Kris Southward, our faithful accountant and 

brother in Abilene, TX. 

  
Lunch with the Archers, past missionaries to Cordoba, AR.  

     
Our visit to see our dear friends and supporters, the Limas in 

Ft. Worth had to be cut short due to a widespread ice storm 

that was forecast.  Even so, we were so glad to be able to 

spend a couple of nights with them before heading to Midland, 

TX.  We have been friends since we met on the field in 

Argentina in the ‘80s. 



       
The Valdez family with some of the Westside, Midland Mission 

committee members at the Tannich’s home.after eating a meal 

together at Rosa’s including Jim and Gwen Lorenz who came to 

BA to do an LST campaign this year and who hosted us.  Thank 

you Westside for all that you do for the work in Caballito!  

                           
Osvaldo preached and presented a report on the work in 

Argentina.  We were blessed with our time in Midland.  Thank 

you Mike and Cherie Vestal for the delicious barbecue!  

 

 
Brownfield Church of Christ is one of our newest supporters.  

This was our second opportunity to meet all of the elders, 

ministers and their wives in a meal in the fellowship hall.  

Thanks, Bo Shero (minister) for the delicious barbecue! 

           
Bo presenting Osvaldo to the congregation before Osvaldo 

spoke on Sunday morning. 

       
In Lubbock, we had a meal with Caleb Cunningham and the 

Dowells, friends who were missionaries in Peru.  Paul is now 

working with Sunset School of Missions.   



  

       
In the Westside Church of Christ in Seminole, TX, another of 

our supporting congregations, Osvaldo preached both services 

and gave a presentation on the work in Argentina during the 

morning Bible class.  We enjoyed wonderful fellowship with the 

Lowrys and the Youngs on Sunday afternoon and a delicious 

meal!  The Copelands and the Flemmings hosted us for Sat. and 

Sunday evening meals.  Thank you to the Weeks for allowing us 

to stay in their home! 

    
The Flemings 

 

       
The Copelands 

Christmas Time with Family and 

Supporters in San Angelo! 

                     
We were blessed to spend Christmas with Laura’s oldest 

sister’s family.  Above is Marisa with numerous cousins! 

    
Laura and her sisters, Deanna Malone and Martha Avila. 



         
The Avilas, Deanna and Marisa. 

   
Thank you to our faithful supporters, the Maples, for receiving 

us with a delicious lunch in their home!  Greetings to the Kirby 

Hartman family we were unable to see due to health issues.  

God bless! 

New Mexico 

Artesia 

Before flying out to Florida, we were blessed to spend several 

days with our overseeing congregation, Hermosa Drive, in 

Artesia.  Thank you for all the special meals and fellowship.  

Especially thanks to the Rodneys for hosting us in their home 

and to our contact persons, Dickie and Ginger Reedy, for all 

that you do throughout the year. 

  
Thanks to the Deans for having us in your home!  

   
Thank you for the great meals! 

          

            

 



       

The Rodneys hosted us in their home! 

     
Sister Velma, thanks for all of your sweet notes and letters! 

  
Delicious breakfast and New Year’s Eve party with the Maupins!  

Thank you to the Mission committee and all that you do 

throughout the year.  God bless. 

 Florida 

Our last furlough stop was in Florida.  We spent several days 

with Cristina Cano in Naples, FL.  She was Laura’s room mate 

when she first went to Argentina in the ‘80s.  We were 

thankful for a chance to encourge her and to be encouraged!  

    
Cristina and Laura in Naples, FL.  

   
Gayle Marcellini hosted us overnight in Miami and we worshiped 

on Sunday morning with the Sunset Church of Christ in Miami. 

On a sad note, Osvaldo’s dad, Ramon Osvaldo Valdez, passed 

away on December 26th.  Please remember his family in your 

prayers. 

Ramon Osvaldo Valdez 1941-2013 

We arrived home to Buenos Aires on the 19th.  Thank you to all 

of those who encouraged us during this trip.  May God bless 

each of you for your prayers, support and efforts for His 

kingdom! 

In His love, 

The Valdez family 


